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 . . . and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household (Acts 11:14). 

So many believers — from generation to generation 
— have known the great blessing of sitting under 

the teaching and encouragement of a faithful pastor. 
How wonderful it is to open God’s Word and follow 
along, verse-by-verse, learning and storing His rich 
truths in our hearts. How wonderful it is to see our 
churches grow with new believers excited about the 
Scriptures and their new faith. How wonderful it is to 
share biblical truths with those who don’t know the 
Lord, and to see them brought to saving faith by the 
convicting power of the Holy Spirit! 

 Growing churches, bringing God glory, and 
seeing the lost come to Christ — these are the ultimate 

goals of our brothers and sisters across the lands of 
Russia. These are the ultimate goals of all biblical 
education sponsored by SGA in Russia, Ukraine, 
Kazakstan, Belarus, and other former Soviet countries. 
And through the faithful, prayerful support of our 
partners, SGA-sponsored Bible training is indeed 
having a profound effect on the life of the church, and 
their steadfast labors to reach their people with the 
life-changing Gospel. 

 As you read this month’s InSight, we trust that 
you will be blessed and encouraged by the testimonies 
of our students, and the updates from several of our 
sponsored schools. These are the faithful men and 
women who are being sent out by their churches as 
ambassadors of Christ, so that more might be saved. 
You are helping to make their ministries possible.
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WE WANT TO STAY CONNECTED 
WITH YOU . . . OUR PARTNERS!

 It is a joy to send you our 
newsletter each month, as we rejoice at 
what God is doing in so many lives across 
the lands of Russia. I trust you will rejoice 
with us as you read about His power at 
work as the Gospel is proclaimed.



Finding New Family in Christ
A man’s enemies are the men of his own household. But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the 
Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation (Micah 7:6b-7).

Vitaly 
Kuchinsky 

knows something 
about sacrifice and 
being an outcast. If 
you were to meet 
him, you’d find it 
hard to believe that 
this unassuming 
young student at 
Minsk Theological 
Seminary is a 
“black sheep” to his 

family. But he is, and it’s not because of his past sinful 
lifestyle. It’s because he repented of his sins and trusted 
in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. But Vitaly’s story 
has a happy ending, as SGA partners are helping him — 
along with many other young men — prepare to gather 
a great spiritual harvest among their people. 

 Vitaly’s new life as a believer began in October 
2005 at an evangelistic service in Brest, a city on the 
border between Belarus and Poland. He, along with 
hundreds of others from the Brest region, had come 
to a local Baptist church for a festival of Christian 
music and Gospel preaching. Vitaly was impressed by 
the music, and by the concluding message of Leonid 
Mikhovich, president of Minsk Theological Seminary. 
Several people came forward to give their hearts to 
Christ, and Vitaly was one of them. But his newfound 
faith came with a price. 

 “Following Christ was very hard for me,” 
Vitaly relates, “especially at the beginning. My parents 
became my first enemies, then other relatives turned 
away from me. My former university friends insisted 
that I return to my old sinful lifestyle. It was difficult 
for me to find Christian friends. There were a lot of old 
friends around who were always ready to welcome me 
into their drinking parties. 

“But it is impossible to put new wine in old bottles. My 
former sinful life was in the past. I realized that I had 
to change something, to have a new circle of friends for 
fellowship.”

 A new Christian friend urged Vitaly to speak 
with Pastor Mikhovich, whom God had used to bring 
him to saving faith six months earlier. Vitaly was 
quickly invited to study at Minsk Theological Seminary, 
and was also given a letter of recommendation by his 
own pastor in Kameniuki, Ivan Semeniuk. To this day, 
Vitaly is still amazed because, at that time, he was not 
yet an official member of the church. 

 “Only now do I understand what a risk my 
pastor and the seminary leaders took. But the Lord 
cared for me in a special way and strengthened my 
child-like faith. I know for sure that my seminary 
classes and Bible study have led to knowing God better, 
and I am continuing to know Him more fully. I can 
hardly imagine what my life would be without training 
at MTS. 

 “Here, I receive clear and profound knowledge 
from my teachers. Here the Lord prepares His faithful 
people for the fight to win lost souls. Most of all, there 
are only a few believers in my home village and the 
church is small. I know now why the Lord saved my 
soul and blessed me to be His servant.”

 Pray for Vitaly as he completes his seminary 
studies and 
prepares for 
a lifetime 
of ministry 
— a living 
example to 
his people of 
how a family 
outcast can 
find a new 
family in 
Christ.

Editor’s Note: Minsk Theological Seminary is one of four 
solid evangelical seminaries sponsored by SGA across the 
lands of Russia. The others are Irpen Biblical Seminary and 
Odessa Theological Seminary in Ukraine, and Novosibirsk 
Biblical-Theological Seminary in Russia. 
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After graduation, Vitaly is eager to begin a 
church planting ministry.



 1991 was a landmark year in more ways than 
one. That was the fateful year when the once mighty 
Soviet Union came to an end along with communist rule. 
But another landmark event happened then — an event 
that attracted little notice, yet continues to have eternal 
consequences to this day. 

 In 1991, Dr. Alexei Brinza became the founding 
president of the SGA-sponsored Irpen Biblical Seminary 
in Ukraine. After 17 years at the helm of Irpen, Dr. 
Brinza stepped down from the presidency this May at 
the age of 76, moving into the role of seminary pastor. 
His successor, Dr. Igor Yaremchuk, will have a firm 
foundation and joyful 
legacy on which to build 
for the glory of Christ!

 During Dr. Brinza’s 
tenure, a total of 1,350 men 
and women were trained 
for Gospel ministry. An 
amazing 95 percent of the 
graduates are serving in 
local churches, and many 
are serving as the directors 
of other seminaries and Bible institutes. We are thankful 
to the Lord for all that has been accomplished at Irpen 
Seminary under Dr. Brinza’s humble, servant leadership, 
and rejoice with him at the impact Irpen students are 
having on the life of the church across the lands of 
Russia. 

 According to SGA president Dr. Robert Provost, 
Dr. Brinza and the seminary board have placed the 
school in capable hands with Dr. Igor Yaremchuk. “Some 
years ago, SGA helped bring Igor to the United States to 
study at Dallas Theological Seminary, where he earned 
a doctorate in expository preaching. Best of all, Irpen’s 
new president has a heart for evangelism, and is in great 
demand across the former Soviet Union. It is hard to 
imagine better qualifications for leading a seminary!”
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Dr. Alexei Brinza Passes the Torch to the 
Next Generation

 That the generation to come might know, 
even the children yet to be born (Psalm 78:6). 

A Joyful Legacy of 
Learning

While we 
often 

receive joyous 
reports and 
testimonies 
from SGA-
sponsored 
Orphans 
Reborn workers 
across the lands 
of Russia, we also hear stories that break our 
hearts from time to time. Tanya’s story is no 
exception — and is yet more evidence of how 
important your support for the Orphans Reborn 
ministry truly is. 

 According to Dima Nachina, one of our 
Orphans Reborn coordinators in Belarus, 14-
year old Tanya began coming to Bible studies 
about six months ago. “At first, her teachers 
thought it was just another hobby for Tanya, 
but they were mistaken. Tanya’s interest was 
sincere. Since beginning with us, she has never 
missed a class except when her teachers did not 
allow her to come. 

 On a recent Saturday, Tanya came up 
to me and asked us to pray for her and for her 
teachers. She told me that they had lately been 
very angry toward her, and forbade her from 
coming to the Bible classes. Even other children 
began to laugh at her for her faith. Tanya is like 
a sheep among wolves. But the main thing is 
that Tanya remains in good cheer, and in spite of 
everything, continues to come to our classes.” 

 Dima asks that we not only pray for 
Tanya, but also for the teachers and the other 
students, that their hearts might be softened 
toward Tanya and the Gospel.

Pray for   
  Tanya



Helping These Women...
One of the things noticed immediately by most visitors to Russian evangelical 

churches is the joyful, dedicated core of women whose lives are given to 
Christian service. These faithful sisters selflessly serve their congregations in 
ministry to other women, and especially children — the future of the church until 
the coming of the Lord. 

 Training women for biblically sound Christian education is a high priority 
at the SGA-sponsored Irpen Biblical Seminary in Ukraine. Here are a few 
profiles from 2008 Christian Education graduates . . .  

Nadezhda Kudryashova

 In the past, I was 
a teacher of Russian 
language and literature. 
But I saw the need to 
reach children with the 
Gospel, especially the 
many street children in my 
home city of Zaporozhye, Ukraine. I work 
as a mentor in the regional rescue shelter 
for these kids. 
 At Irpen Biblical Seminary, 
I received new knowledge and 
methodology to teach Christian ethics, 
and began to develop lessons for the street 
children in a new way. Many of them are 
familiar with Bible stories, but we need 
to talk about it in connection with their 
lives. They have their own “morals” in 
this cruel world. I want to tell them how 
God looks at their actions, and seminary 
training gave me that material. It was the 
answer to my need.

Oksana Andriyash 

 When I was invited to study at Irpen, I was so excited! 
My first thought was, “Lord, who am I to be honored so much?” 
But I realized that He had a plan for me. The whole learning 
atmosphere at seminary encouraged me to renew my service, and 
helped my spiritual growth. After I graduated, the principal at 
our village school invited me to begin teaching Christian ethics 

to the children. What an opportunity to share 
the Good News with the unbelievers in my 
village! I also serve as a Sunday school 
teacher in my church, and work in a bakery. 

We are thankful for the opportunity to make such Bible training opportunities possible. Yet there are many more who 
long to study God’s Word and prepare for lifetimes of Christian service. Our prayer is that of the Apostle Paul . . . I 
ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the Gospel . . . (Philippians 4:3). 

Elena Testova

 Irpen Seminary became a home and oasis for me, 
where I became stronger spiritually and found a loving 
family. During my Christian Education studies, I took 
courses on teaching teenagers, especially about their conduct 
and living safe lifestyles. I then taught what I had learned 
to non-believing youth. This helped develop me as a leader, 
and currently I am principal of our church’s Sunday school, 
teaching young teachers. I also work as a medical nurse at a 
children’s hospital, and at a Christian charitable medical center. The Lord has 
truly showed me how to expand the boundaries of my ministry!

Faithful Sisters Teaching Future Generations for Christ
Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord (Psalm 34:11). 
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 A total of 67 students graduated this spring at 
Novosibirsk, Russia — the newest seminary sponsored 
by SGA in Russia. Of that number . . . 

Currently, there are 23 students enrolled. Three are 
resident students in the Master of Divinity program, 
nineteen are studying for the same degree through 
distance learning. One student, Pasha Shvitsov, is 
completing his Master of Theology degree now and 
will join the Novosibirsk faculty next year. 

 Another exciting development at Novosibirsk 
is that the seminary has received state licensing for 
professional educational activities. According to 
NBTS president Rev. Eduard Genrikh, this means that 
the seminary is the only licensed higher educational 
institution for biblical training in the region (and for 
many of the surrounding countries). 

 Since the opening of Novosibirsk in 1999, 343 
students have graduated.  Of these, 34 have completed 
the Master of Divinity or Master of Theology 
programs. The graduates serve in a wide variety of 
ministries, with the most common being pastor in 
their local churches. One of the graduates, Eugene 
Bakhmutsky, is pastoring in Moscow plus serving 
as the national youth director for the entire Russian 
Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists.

Oksana Andriyash 

 When I was invited to study at Irpen, I was so excited! 
My first thought was, “Lord, who am I to be honored so much?” 
But I realized that He had a plan for me. The whole learning 
atmosphere at seminary encouraged me to renew my service, and 
helped my spiritual growth. After I graduated, the principal at 
our village school invited me to begin teaching Christian ethics 

to the children. What an opportunity to share 
the Good News with the unbelievers in my 
village! I also serve as a Sunday school 
teacher in my church, and work in a bakery. 

Elena Testova

 Irpen Seminary became a home and oasis for me, 
where I became stronger spiritually and found a loving 
family. During my Christian Education studies, I took 
courses on teaching teenagers, especially about their conduct 
and living safe lifestyles. I then taught what I had learned 
to non-believing youth. This helped develop me as a leader, 
and currently I am principal of our church’s Sunday school, 
teaching young teachers. I also work as a medical nurse at a 
children’s hospital, and at a Christian charitable medical center. The Lord has 
truly showed me how to expand the boundaries of my ministry!

From the Campus

8 graduated with Bachelor of Theology degrees
2 graduated with Master of Theology degrees
2 graduated with Music Ministry degrees
55 graduated from the Christian Education Program

Novosibirsk Biblical-  
 Theological Seminary
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 With your help, Irpen Biblical Seminary 
has now been in its new facility for two years. 
We are thankful to report that a total of 91 
students graduated from the seminary following 
the spring term. Of that number . . . 

 This June, new students enrolled in the 
Pastoral and Christian Education Departments, to 

be joined in September by new enrollees in the 
Music and Deaf Ministry Departments. 

 Despite the challenge from strict 
governmental restrictions in Belarus, the 
SGA-sponsored Minsk Theological Seminary 
continues to prepare faithful men and women for 
Gospel ministry. According to seminary president 
Rev. Leonid Mikhovich, a total of 26 students 
graduated from the seminary’s Music Department 
this spring, while the remaining students 
continued study in the Music, Theological and 
Pedagogical Departments. 
 Minsk Seminary professors also took part 
in special training sessions for church members 
in different cities across Belarus. There were 

classes on Bible study and biblical application in 
Brest, Baranovichy, Stolin, Pinsk, Soligorsk and 
other locations. In addition, the seminary hosted a 
major conference on the theology of worship and 
music ministry. 
 According to Pastor Mikhovich, the 
school’s challenges include tighter governmental 
rules on inviting foreign teachers and ministers. 
Repairs and remodeling are also needed in the 
growing seminary library, and completion of the 
cafeteria. Please join us in lifting these needs 
before the Lord. 

12 graduated with Master of Divinity degrees
21 graduated from the Pastoral Department
18 received diplomas in Christian Education
15 graduated with Bachelor of Christian Education degrees
16 graduated with certification in ministry to the hearing impaired
9 graduated from the Music Department

Irpen Biblical Seminary

Minsk Theological Seminary

 Since its founding in 1989, the SGA-
sponsored Odessa Theological Seminary has 
undergone tremendous development and growth 
in influence. Under the visionary leadership 
of Dr. Vladimir Shemchishin, Odessa students 

have impacted churches across the CIS, and 
increasingly on an international level. 

 This spring, more than 40 students 
graduated from Odessa. Of that number . . . 

13 graduated with Bachelor of Pastoral Ministry degrees
8 graduated with Bachelor of Theology degrees
10 graduated with diplomas in Preaching
10 graduated with diplomas in Children’s and Teens Ministry

Odessa Theological Seminary



First, I want to express deep appreciation for 
your faithfulness in prayer for our June 30th 

fiscal year-end, and for your help in meeting our 
substantial need. As I write, the final accounting 
has not yet been accomplished, but the results so 
far are encouraging. As our doors of opportunity 
are closing, it is you and our 
other precious partners in the 
Gospel who make all of our 
vital ministries possible. 

I have recently returned 
from a tremendously 
exciting trip to Ukraine. It 
was an unplanned trip made 
necessary by the decision of 
our dear brother in Christ, Dr. 
Alexei Brinza, to step down 
from the leadership of Irpen 
Biblical Seminary. In 1991, 
he was chosen by the Union 
of Evangelical Christians-Baptists of the Soviet 
Union to lead in the founding of this wonderful 
seminary that has produced 1,059 graduates, 
95% of which are serving in local churches. Dr. 
Yakov Kuzmich Dukhonchenko — who was 
the leader of the UECB at the time — chose 
Pastor Brinza, then the pastor of Central Baptist 
Church in Zaporozhye and senior pastor for 
the whole state of Zaporozhye, because he had 
become known for his Isaiah 66:2 qualities. 

This is the passage wherein God sets forth His 
standard for godliness. But to this one I will 
look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, 
and who trembles at My word.
Dr. Dukhonchenko applied the teaching of 
Jesus in Luke 6:40. He wanted the president of 
the new seminary to be a man who would be a 
godly example to the faculty, staff, and to the 
students. For the next 17 years, Pastor Alexei 
Brinza instilled these vital qualities into the lives 
of the faculty, staff and students of Irpen Biblical 
Seminary. His faithfulness was recognized by 
The Master’s Seminary, which honored him by 
granting the Doctor of Divinity Degree. 

On May 28, 2008, the Board of Trustees of Irpen 
Biblical Seminary reluctantly accepted the 76-
year-old Dr. Brinza’s resignation as president, 
and joyfully granted his request that he be 
permitted to serve as the pastor of the seminary. 
He and his devoted wife of 50 years, Valentina, 

will continue to serve as counselors and 
encouragers to their beloved students. 
Dr. Igor Yaremchuk, who has served as 
the vice president of the seminary for ten 
years, was chosen as the new president. 

The Lord saved Igor following his 
perilous Soviet Army tour as a helicopter 
gunman in the Afghanistan War. He 
became known for his faithful and gifted 
service to Christ in his local church, and 
in 1990 was chosen by church leaders 
to be brought to America for theological 
training. SGA sponsored his journey to 
America and his theological training 

at Moody Bible Institute, where he graduated 
with the M.A.B.S., and at Dallas Theological 
Seminary, where he completed the Master of 
Theology Degree. When he and his wife, Lena, 
returned to Ukraine, the Lord greatly blessed 
Igor’s ministry as a pastor, as a radio preacher, 
and as a traveling evangelist. 

In 2006, Igor completed the Doctor of Ministry 
Degree in Expository Preaching at Dallas 
Theological Seminary. A zealous evangelist 
known for his humility and for sound biblical 
theology, Dr. Yaremchuk is eminently well 
qualified to lead Irpen Biblical Seminary 
forward for the glory of Christ and the blessing 
of His church in Ukraine.  Please join us in 
prayer for Dr. Brinza in his new role as seminary 
pastor, and for Dr. Yaremchuk, as he seeks to 
build upon the strong Irpen Biblical Seminary 
foundation established by Dr. Brinza. Pray 
that God would enable Igor to sustain a godly 
example for the campus community, so that the 
students will continue to have teachers worthy 
of their emulation. 
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Jesus said . . . A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, 
will be like his teacher (Luke 6:40). 
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Teaching Future Teachers . . . For the Next Generation

Thank you!
Pleaase return the enclosed 
reply form with your gift.

 Preaching the Gospel . . . teaching the people. 
SGA understands the critical need — and importance 
— of sound biblical training for future pastors, 
evangelist church-planters, and ministry workers in the 
lands of Russia. The stakes are eternal, because one 
goal underlies everything we do in sponsoring such 
training — the preaching of the Gospel to millions of 
lost men, women and children who still haven’t heard. 
And with the doors in these nations rapidly closing, it 
is vital to help the churches now, while we still can. 

Your partnership makes it possible

 Providing essential ministry training is just one 
of many ways your faithful support of SGA is helping 
Bible-preaching churches across Russia and her 
neighboring countries. Among many things, your gifts 
to SGA  help:

And much more! Whatever you can give will help our 
Russian brothers and sisters as they work to prepare 
ministry leaders and reach the next generation for 
Christ! 

Prescribe and teach these things (1 Timothy 4:11). 

How You
  Can Help

You can make a difference. . . today!
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Support operations of SGA’s four key seminaries in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus
Support Bible institutes in developing nations such as Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan
Train children’s ministry workers and church music ministry leaders
Purchase Bibles for ministry and evangelistic outreaches across the nations we serve
Provide essential training and discipleship literature for missionaries and pastors
Supply children’s ministry teachers with children’s Bibles and Sunday school materials

To make your gift by credit card, see reverse side. >

o  Allan, I’ll help train future pastors, missionaries and church         
 

  workers in the lands of Russia. I’m sending $_______. (31000)

o  Please use my $______ gift where needed most. (11000)

o	  I would like to stay better connected! Please e-mail me with periodic ministry updates,  

  key prayer requests and needs.  (4401)

o	 Sign me up to be part of SGA’s special e-mail Prayer Team. (4403)

 My e-mail address is:_____________________________

Your gift today will 

help train future 

pastors in the 

lands of Russia


